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GPS Update 
by Richard English 
 

Many of you received a note earlier this month from Mary 
Cuffe Perez describing the content initiative she is heading up for our 
newsletter.  Our newsletter is produced every month (except for July 
and August) and includes recaps of our monthly meetings with an 
occasional historical piece.  Mary and other GPS members have 
recognized that it could provide greater value to our members by 
publishing more local history articles, as it once did.  Additional 
content would include regular insights into Galway history, significant 
events, notable individuals, and other interesting aspects of our 
community.  If you have suggestions for specific subjects or 
individuals you would like to see profiled, please call Mary at 518-
944-5843 or send an e-mail to mcuffeperez@gmail.com.  Any 
assistance would be greatly appreciated! 

 
We had a last-minute change in November due to the unavoidable cancellation of George 

Malinoski, our “Civil War Mystery” speaker.  Fortunately, Virginia contacted Ann Clothier, the Director 
of Education at Brookside Museum, who delivered a great program about Alonzo Bump, a Civil War 
soldier from Victory Mills near Schuylerville.  We know a lot about Alonzo from a collection of over 100 
letters which he wrote to his wife during his deployment to the 77th New York State Volunteer Regiment 
from 1861 to 1865.  His letters describe camp life, comrades in arms, concerns about his family’s welfare 
during his absence, and seeing the “elephant” of war in 1863.  Alonzo’s letters conveyed an intimacy that 
a simple narrative would have struggled to convey.  We will enjoy another program from Ann Clothier in 
January entitled “Lost Landmarks of Saratoga County.” 

 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, December 7th, with the topic “Christmas Keepsakes and 

Reflections.”  This program will require audience participation!  Each member is encouraged to share a 
Christmas memory, tradition, or keepsake along with the story behind it or why it holds special 
significance to them.  Through this process of sharing, we will get a glimpse into the many ways that 
Galway families have made the holidays special for themselves over the years. 

 
We will also continue our tradition of collecting items for the Christmas Basket sponsored by the 

Greater Galway Community Services Association.  Please bring any of the following to our meeting:  new 
unwrapped toys, books, puzzles, or games for children, gifts for adults, children’s clothing, non-perishable 
food, or monetary donations (checks may be made out to the Greater Galway Community Holiday Basket 
Project).  This annual effort benefited over 100 families last year. 
  

Upcoming Dates 
 
Dec 7 – Next Member 
Meeting at Town Hall 
7:00 pm Social Gathering 
7:30 pm Business Meeting 
7:45 pm Program 
 
Jan 13 – Next Board 
Meeting at Town Hall 
7:00 pm 
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From the Editor 
by Kurt Johnston 
 

As 2015 comes to a close, the next issue of this publication will come with some changes.  First, 
and most notably, I will not have to type 2016 until the rest of you do in January. 

 
Second, there will be a new team putting the GPS Newsletter together.  Please make sure all 

contributions to the newsletter are sent in that direction.  As mentioned in the update on page one, Mary 
Cuffe Perez will be collecting content for the newsletter and will be eager to receive all of your ideas and 
submissions. 

 
Thank you all so very much for the kind words and contributions over the years.  I started with 

this publication at Volume 3.  This time period has seen massive changes in the world and also spanned 
many life changes for our family (no kids, kids, high school kids, etc.). 

 
Best of luck to the new publication crew.  Please take some time to write down family stories for 

the newsletter and submit pictures with explanations for publication.   
 
If anyone comes across anything odd, interesting, or old about our beloved town, feel free to share. 

 
 
 
 
Education Then and Now (60 Years Ago) 
by Don R. Johnston 
 

I went to a small country school about half the size of Galway (40 per class versus 80). The seventh 
and eighth grades were taught by Mrs. Hartzell (I never knew her first name).  We didn't have her for gym, 
science, or eighth grade algebra.  She taught everything else.  After lunch, Mrs. Hartzell would read to the 
combined classes of 80 kids for a half hour to calm everyone down. 

 
In ninth grade I began Latin (the only foreign language).  There were five of us in the first year.  I 

was the only one who wanted to take a second year, so Miss McCullough taught me Caesar's Gallic Wars.  
She also taught English with the same thorough precision which she used in Latin. 

 
The high school geometry teacher was the Superintendent, and the world history teacher was the 

(one) school Principal.  Both were excellent teachers.  Geometry was Euclidian geometry, the same as it 
has been for two thousand years until the introduction of Common Core. 

 
The science teacher graded papers at school on Saturday mornings and allowed me to use the 

chemistry lab for experiments. 
 
After high school, I went to college.  There I tested into the advanced English class and discovered 

that I could answer any chemistry question I was asked.  After about a month, a girl who was in both my 
English and Chemistry classes (she had gone to The Friends School in Washington where all the 
presidents' kids go) came up to me and asked, "Don, where did you go to school?"  I explained that I went 
to Jackson Township School in Ohio, but that I really lived in Mississinawa Township which didn't have 
a school.  I came away shaking my head, "Why would she want to know about Jackson?" 
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Book Reminder 
 

Don’t forget that our book, Galway 1900 – 1949, A Photographic History of Life in the Town of 
Galway, Saratoga County, New York, is still available for purchase at the Galway branch of Ballston Spa 
National Bank, Galway Town Hall, Waterwheel Village, and Providence Town Hall.  Books are also 
available for sale at monthly membership meetings.  A link to the mail order form is always available on 
the home page of our website at galwaypreservationsociety.org. 

 
With the holidays approaching, keep in mind what an excellent gift this book would make for 

anyone who values bringing history to life through images and narrative.  Many people have already 
purchased the book for themselves or family members, and the feedback has been very positive.  Everyone 
deserves the opportunity to experience our hometown history in an engaging way! 

 
The cost of the book is $40.  Checks can be made payable to Galway Preservation Society. 

 
 
 
 
Great Feedback Received On Our Galway History Book! 
 

We received the following positive feedback in January of this year via e-mail.  The e-mail is being 
reprinted for our members with the permission of Dave Davidson, the historian for Town of Day.  
 

My daughter, Meg Davidson Parillo, somehow found out about the book and gave me a copy for 
my birthday.  It’s wonderful!  I’m about halfway through, and I’m having trouble wrestling the 
book from my wife, and she never lived in Galway. 
  
We moved to Galway in 1948.  My Dad had rented half of Almon and Clara Sherman’s farm on 
Jockey Street.  We lived there until we moved to the school house in Mosherville.  My mom and 
dad bought that at public auction in 1950(?).  It took dad about a year or so to get it in “move in” 
shape – mostly bathrooms!  They made one bid and the local participants in the auction – Fred 
Wolfe, Wally Armer, and Wallace Armitage (as I remember the tale) – shrugged and conceded to 
the “rich city people.”  It was every dime they had, and then some.   
  
As I read the book and looked at the pictures, the names and families of my childhood came 
flooding back – wonderful associations and faint memories.  As I read of Luther Graves’ marriage 
on July 6, 1914, I wondered:  could this be the same Luther Graves who drove the combination 
hearse, ambulance, and school bus that took me from Jockey Street to the Union Free School in 
September, 1948?  In the company of Tommy Cwiakala, Milton Lendl, Lester Enos, and Jack 
Baker?     
   
Thank you to Arlene Rhodes and the crew.  You have created a delight – and a wonderfully 
composed, thoughtful history of Galway.  Memories aside, the book is first rate – layout, text notes, 
photographs, printing quality – all terrific.  Kudos to all. 
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German Apple Cake 
 

We enjoyed this delicious recipe during one of our meetings earlier this year.  Sue Surdyka 
collected it and asked that it be shared with the membership.  Enjoy! 
 

6 apples, peeled and sliced 
1/4 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
3 cups flour 
1 1/2 cups sugar 
4 eggs 
1 cup oil 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
1/3 cup orange juice 
1 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
 
Toss apples with 1/4 cup sugar and cinnamon.  Set aside.  Mix flour, sugar, eggs, oil, vanilla, 
orange juice, baking soda, and baking powder.  Beat at medium speed.  Spread 1/3 mixture into 
greased 10-inch tube pan or a bundt pan. 
 
Top with 1/2 apple mixture.  Repeat layers ending with batter.  Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 
 
For a confectionery sugar glaze, beat together: 
1 1/2 cups confectionery sugar 
2 tablespoons butter 
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 
1 to 2 tablespoons water 
 
Drizzle the glaze on top of cake. 
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