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Contact us at galwaypressociety@gmail.com or visit us at 

http://www.galwaypreservationsociety.org 

GPS Update 
by Richard English 

 

February marks the midpoint of our GPS calendar year, with five 

excellent programs under our belt and five more still to go.  We’ve 

had great turnout for each of our meetings, an indication of our 

members’ interest in local history as well as the success of our 

program committee in arranging engaging speakers.  Many thanks to 

Mary Cuffe Perez, Virginia Sawicki, Bonnie Donnan, and Phyllis 

Keeler for canvassing a wide range of potential speakers and for 

making all the necessary arrangements to bring the best programs to 

our collective “back yard” at Town Hall for ten months each year. 

 

As you reflect on the value you receive from your GPS membership, 

please give some thought to other people in the community who 

might benefit from becoming members.  An annual membership (with dues of only $10 per household) 

provides access to historical programs, a newsletter with locally relevant articles contributed by our 

members, and the opportunity to participate in a group whose mission is to preserve the history of the 

Town and Village of Galway.  For anyone who seeks more active participation, we have a dozen 

committees that pursue major undertakings (like our Photographic History Book) as well as more 

modest endeavors (such as maintaining the display case in Town Hall, keeping a Galway scrapbook, and 

watering the flower barrels that beautify the Village in the summer).  In many ways big and small, the 

volunteers in our organization preserve our local heritage while contributing to its special atmosphere in 

the present day. 

 

We enjoyed another great program in January by Anne Clothier, the Director of Education at Brookside 

Museum, who walked us through several “Lost Landmarks of Saratoga County.”  She reminded us of 

bygone institutions such as Hotel Balmoral at Mount McGregor, Riley’s Lake House, the Bischoff 

Chocolate Factory in Ballston Spa, and even Fairyland Village.  A little further afield, she also reminded 

us of the loss of Bachellorville and Sacandaga Park which were both casualties of the creation of the 

Great Sacandaga Lake.  Our area has a long and interesting history, and Anne did a very nice job 

picking out examples of landmarks which many audience members remembered personally. 

 

Our next monthly meeting will be Monday, February 1st, where Norm Bollen from the Fort Plain 

Museum and Historic Park will present “George Washington and the Mohawk Frontier.”  This program 

was originally scheduled for February 2015, but the weather didn’t cooperate and our meeting had to be 

cancelled.  We’ll keep our fingers crossed that this year will be different so we can enjoy this great 

program next month. 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 

Feb 1 – Next Member 

Meeting at Town Hall 

7:00 pm Social Gathering 

7:30 pm Business Meeting 

7:45 pm Program 

 

Apr 13 – Next Board 

Meeting at Town Hall 

7:00 pm 
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We are always seeking local history articles for our newsletter.  Please get in touch if you have 

an article to submit or an idea for an article: mcuffeperez@gmail.com or call 944-5843.  We 

reserve the right to edit submissions, with the author’s approval. 

 

The Yorker Years  
by Carol Schweizer   

 

A 2015 Galway School yearbook shows 

pictures of students involved in sports, musicals 

and other clubs and activities.  Can you 

imagine, today, a club in our school with over 

130 members, all interested in New York State 

and local history? No way, you say! But from 

1951-1970, the Yorkers were a very active 

school club.  Yorkers were the junior 

organization affiliated with the New York State 

Historical Association. 

 

Sometime in the mid-1900s, the New York 

State Legislature mandated the study of 

state history with an emphasis on local 

history.  Teaching materials were limited.  

The Yorker program was originally devised 

by the NYS Historical Association for the 

purpose of helping teachers meet the 

mandate.  It brought into play various teaching techniques: trips to historical places, projects centered on 

local history, and exhibits that made history, geography and government visible, touchable and real.  

 

Jeanne Schwarz, teacher of citizenship at the junior high level, was the sponsor of the Galway Chapter 

beginning in the fall of 1951.  At first, about 20 students participated.  Our little country school was 

fortunate to have Mrs. Schwarz as a teacher and Yorker sponsor.  She was a lively lady who loved 

history and loved to make her students excited about history. 

 

In the organization’s heyday, the Galway Yorkers had four separate club chapters and representatives 

from each club served on the Yorker council which oversaw chapter activities.  Each chapter had its own 

name: 7
th

 graders were the Seven Scots, for the first seven Scottish settlers of Galway; 8
th

 graders were 

the Elizabeth Kelly Yorkers, after the first child born in Galway to European settlers.  Ninth graders 

belonged to the Glowegees Club, named for one of Galway’s streams.  The 10
th

 through 12
th

 graders 

made up the Joseph Henry Club, as the famous physicist received part of his early education in Galway. 

 

Each club had its own fund raisers, which included sock-hop dances, scrap paper drives, bake sales, 

antique shows and many more activities.  The funds raised went toward covering the costs of trips 

scheduled throughout the years to historic locations such as Ft. William Henry, Ft. Ticonderoga, Boston, 

the United Nations and Sturbridge Village.  Regional Yorker meetings, called Jamborees, were held a 

few Saturdays a year where Yorkers would meet and mix with nearby schools. 

 

The highpoint of the year was the annual state convention which attracted as many as 2500 Yorkers.  

Clubs would enter historic projects, enjoy social activities and attend the huge general meeting where 

speeches were made, awards presented and “Who’s Who” among Yorkers were recognized. 

Cont’d next page 
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Galway Yorkers stand inside their model of Mairs Store, first 

prize winner in the senior division at the 1959 Yorkers State 
Convention.  L to R: John Maddaus, Janet Glenn, Arthur 

Armitage, Fred Lachtrupp and Philip Everson. Photo scanned 

from a 1959 newspaper article. 
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Galway was a tiny school in a tiny community, but the Galway Yorkers made a big splash as leaders in 

New York State.  John Morack served as State President in 1957, and David Davidson was Vice 

President in 1958.  Galway Yorkers served as officers at the regional level many times.  Our chapter 

often received awards for exhibits at the state conventions as well as bringing home several “Who’s 

Who” awards over the years. 

 

The Galway and Schuylerville schools were host chapters for the 1959 State Convention held at the 

former Saratoga Springs Convention Center.  The two clubs decorated for a large mixer dance and 

served as greeters and hosts.  That year, Galway Yorkers took first prize in the Senior Division for their 

project – a model constructed of the Thomas Mairs General Store which operated in Galway from 1829 

– 1879.  Visitors could walk into the model store which was furnished with shelves, a counter, an old 

time coffee grinder and jars of penny candy, honey, maple syrup and preserves.  There was even a pickle 

jar.  Another achievement at the convention: David Davidson received a Yorker scholarship.  

 

The Yorkers were instrumental in naming the Galway elementary school after Joseph Henry.  School 

Board minutes from the May 20, 1958 meeting noted: “Mrs. Schwarz reminded the Board of the petition 

presented by the Galway Yorkers to have the new elementary building named in honor of Joseph Henry, 

the scientist who spent some of his childhood years in Galway.”  Later in the minutes, it was noted, “Mr. 

Thomson moved, with Mrs. Arnold seconding, and all voting in favor, that the new elementary school 

be named the Joseph Henry Elementary School and that the present central building be named the 

Galway Central High School.” 

 

Many students who attended Galway during the Yorker years fondly remember trips, history and just 

plain fun while learning about the village, the town and the State.  Kudos to Jeanne Schwarz for bringing 

history to life for a generation of Galway’s young people. 

 

 

Favorite Recipe:  Chocolate Jumbles   contributed by Carol Schweizer 

 

Chocolate Jumbles are a favorite cookie that originally came from the Schoharie Valley of Upstate New 

York.  My grandmother from Gloversville made them when I was a child. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mix shortening, sugar, and eggs together. Mix in molasses until blended. Add hot water, cocoa, and 

vanilla and stir until combined. Mix the remaining dry ingredients together in a separate bowl, and 

slowly add to the molasses mixture. Dough will become stiff, but thoroughly blend all the dry 

ingredients.   Cover the bowl with plastic wrap and place in the refrigerator for a few hours.  Separate 

the dough into four balls, and set three back in the bowl and in the refrigerator. Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees. On a lightly floured surface, roll out the first ball until it is about 3/4 inch thick. Using a biscuit 

or donut cutter, cut dough into rounds. Place on cookie sheet and bake 8-10 minutes. Cool on a rack. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 cup shortening 

1 cup sugar 

2 eggs 

1 cup molasses 

 

 

½  cup hot water or coffee  

1 cup cocoa 

1 tsp. vanilla 

2 tsp. baking soda 

 

 

 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 tsp. ground clove  

1 tsp. salt 

4 1/2 cups flour  

Icing:  3 cups confectioners sugar – ½ cup butter, softened – 1/8 tsp. salt – 1 tsp. vanilla – 3-4 tbsp. milk 

 

Mix sugar and butter together. Add salt and vanilla and blend. Add milk, starting with 2-3 tbsp. and add 

more as needed to thin out the icing. Spread over each cookie and allow to harden before eating or 

storing. 
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Learn more about the Mairs Store, as mentioned in the Yorker Years article, and more Galway history 

in Galway 1900 – 1949, A Photographic History, available for $40 at the Galway branch of Ballston Spa 

National Bank, Galway Town Hall, Waterwheel Village, and Providence Town Hall.  Books also for 

sale at monthly GPS member meetings.  A link to the order form is available on the home page of our 

website at galwaypreservationsociety.org.  Please make checks payable to Galway Preservation Society. 

 

 

Old News … 

 
Christine Donnan shared with GPS a scrapbook of news items dating back to the 1930s that were 

collected by Agnes Donnan.  Below is an excerpt retyped from a May 11, 1934 article entitled, Tornado 

Hurls Galway Man 100 feet; Uninjured.  Shows how tough folks were back then! 

 

GALWAY - John McConchie, son of Earl McConchie, was picked up bodily by a twisting wind as 

yesterday’s storm struck Galway, and thrown 100 feet through the air.  Aside from being shaken up, 

he was unhurt and was able to resume work today.  Mr. McConchie, working with a team on the 

farm, endeavored to reach shelter but the storm broke upon him and knocked him from the wagon.  

He lay in a ditch until the worst of the storm passed, while the team, unable to breast the wind, also 

was forced off the road with the wagon.   

 

The article goes on to describe more damage in Galway – electric lights out, roofs blown off, barns 

shattered into splinters, wood piles returned to the woods, etc., etc.   
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