
This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

The purpose of a newslet-

ter is to provide special-

ized information to a tar-

geted audience. Newslet-

ters can be a great way to 

market your product or 

service, and also create 

credibility and build your 

organization’s identity 

among peers, members, 

employees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audi-

ence of the newsletter. 

This could be anyone who 

might benefit from the 

information it contains, 

for example, employees or 

people interested in pur-

chasing a product or re-

questing your service. 

You can compile a mail-

ing list from business 

reply cards, customer 

information sheets, busi-

ness cards collected at 

trade shows, or member-

ship lists. You might con-

sider purchasing a mail-

ing list from a company. 

If you explore the Pub-

lisher catalog, you will 

find many publications 

that match the style of 

your newsletter. 

Next, establish how much 

time and money you can 

spend on your newsletter. 

These factors will help 

determine how frequently 

you publish the newslet-

ter and its length. It’s 

recommended that you 

publish your newsletter 

at least quarterly so that 

it’s considered a consis-

tent source of informa-

tion. Your customers or 

employees will look for-

ward to its arrival. 
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Special points of in-

terest: 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Your headline is an im-

portant part of the news-

letter and should be con-

sidered carefully. 

In a few words, it should 

accurately represent the 

contents of the story and 

draw readers into the 

story. Develop the head-

line before you write the 

story. This way, the head-

line will help you keep 

the story focused. 

Examples of possible 

headlines include Product 

Wins Industry Award, 

New Product Can Save 

You Time!, Membership 

Drive Exceeds Goals, and 

New Office Opens Near 

You. 
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Calendar 

 
 

March  5th  

 

GPS Meeting 

Galway Town Hall 

 

7pm Social Half Hour 

 

7:30 Business Meet-

ing 

 

8:00 Program 
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      A moment of silence was observed at the 

beginning of our February 6th meeting honor-

ing the passing of our members Olga Rosoff 

on January 22, and Betty Czarnecki on Janu-
ary 30. 

      Our February meeting program was pre-

sented by Paul Post, reporter for “The Sarato-
gian” and author of “Soldiers of Saratoga 

County from Concord to Kabul.” Saratoga 

teacher Warren Dart spoke about the World 

War II experiences of his father, Clarence 
Dart, a member of the famous Tuskegee Air-

men. Clarence died Friday February 17th in 

Saratoga at the age of 91. He flew 95 combat 
missions in a Curtiss P-40 and was shot down 

twice. He was buried with military honors, 

including a fly over by a T-6 Texan, a World 
War II era training plane. 

The March 5th meeting speaker will be Regina 

Doi, director of the Galway Public Library, on 

“The Galway Public Library: Then and Now.” 
     The display “Brookside Museum: A Gal-

way Retrospective” will remain a little longer 

thanks to an extension granted by Joy Houle, 
director of Brookside. If you haven’t seen the 

display, take a few minutes. Photos, vintage 

hats, documents, and an elegant pair of cro-
cheted lace horse ear covers are among the 

items displayed in the lobby at Town Hall. 

The next exhibit being planned will be draw-

ings by “Doc” Dockstader. He did some truly 
beautiful and detailed work during his travels 

to many countries. 

     A new committee has been formed taking 
the responsibility of decorating the small ga-

zebo in the Galway Village Park for Memo-

rial Day. A vote at the February meeting ap-

proved the establishment of the committee 
and some funds for decorations. 

Thanks to Carol Schweizer for agreeing to 

host our June 4th picnic. Carolyn Baxter and 
Marjorie Hall will be coordinating the picnic. 

More word to come on this in the future. 

     At our February 6th GPS meeting, Dave 

Bixby indicated he will no longer be able to 
videotape our meetings. We are grateful for 

the many years that Dave performed this valu-

able function. 
     At this time, we are asking if another 

member would volunteer to record our meet-

ings, either on videotape (VCR) or DVD. 
Please let President Virginia Sawicki know if 

you can volunteer in this capacity. Thanks for 

your consideration of this request. 

 
As always, keep our editor Kurt Johnston in 

mind for local material for this newsletter. 

 

 

Above: The Benson Dance Hall on Lake 
Butterfield  

Operated from 1924-1934 
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Benson’s Dance Hall           
  
We opened Spring of 1924  
electric with excitement 
Saturday night music, song and laughter  
square dancing on our long wooden porch. 
 
I was a baby tucked 
in a clothesbasket beneath the grand piano 
never cried, slept through Father’s fiddling, 
tramping his foot so hard to keep the rhythm 
my basket nearly slid off the platform. 
Mother played banjo and bass drum, 
my sister Velma piano and my brother Harvey 
called the squares. 
 
Grandpa took admission, 
a dollar to dance ‘til midnight.  
Nim with his coaster wagon 
delivered to customers 
a big kettle of Bessie’s famous beans, 
baskets of sandwiches, cakes 
and boiler-brewed coffee.  
My brothers sold hot dogs, soda, and candy  
wearing white aprons they despised. 
 
Folks came from far and near 
in horse-drawn buggies 
and automobiles. Some walked  
down Hermance road.  
Grandpa, appointed Deputy Sheriff, 
policed the customers pretty well 
no alcohol or smoking. 
 
The dance hall closed 
when I was nine. Prohibition was 
repealed and my folks didn’t want 
to sell alcohol. The floorboards  

on our porch never pounded again  
with the same community rhythm. 
 
My musical family found their way 
to Butterfield Lake dance hall. By then 
I could play piano, standing in 
at intermission or one’s absence. 
Those old songs still linger in my memory,  
beat in my heart like father’s foot on the floor.  
 
Story by Betty Benson Czarnecki     Poem by Patricia Kay    
This poem appears courtesy of the Galway Public Library 
The original appeared in Story Quilt Book-Poems of a Place   
April 2007 

Below: Betty Benson (age 15, 1939) approx 
 


