
This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

The purpose of a newslet-

ter is to provide special-

ized information to a tar-

geted audience. Newslet-

ters can be a great way to 

market your product or 

service, and also create 

credibility and build your 

organization’s identity 

among peers, members, 

employees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audi-

ence of the newsletter. 

This could be anyone who 

might benefit from the 

information it contains, 

for example, employees or 

people interested in pur-

chasing a product or re-

questing your service. 

You can compile a mail-

ing list from business 

reply cards, customer 

information sheets, busi-

ness cards collected at 

trade shows, or member-

ship lists. You might con-

sider purchasing a mail-

ing list from a company. 

If you explore the Pub-

lisher catalog, you will 

find many publications 

that match the style of 

your newsletter. 

Next, establish how much 

time and money you can 

spend on your newsletter. 

These factors will help 

determine how frequently 

you publish the newslet-

ter and its length. It’s 

recommended that you 

publish your newsletter 

at least quarterly so that 

it’s considered a consis-

tent source of informa-

tion. Your customers or 

employees will look for-

ward to its arrival. 
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Special points of in-

terest: 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Your headline is an im-

portant part of the news-

letter and should be con-

sidered carefully. 

In a few words, it should 

accurately represent the 

contents of the story and 

draw readers into the 

story. Develop the head-

line before you write the 

story. This way, the head-

line will help you keep 

the story focused. 

Examples of possible 

headlines include Product 

Wins Industry Award, 

New Product Can Save 

You Time!, Membership 

Drive Exceeds Goals, and 

New Office Opens Near 

You. 
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Calendar 

 
November 7 

 

GPS Meeting  

Galway Town Hall 

 

7-7:30 Social Half Hour 

 

7:30 Business Meeting 

 

8:00  Program 

 

November 11 

 

Veteran’s Day 
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Mary Packer remem-

bered. 

        Aughhh!  Snow!  Already! Maybe this 
is a brief, temporary interruption of cool, 

crisp, not frigid, autumn days.  Days free of 

mosquitoes and deer flies, days of leaves 
that crackle underfoot, not sodden leaves 

compressed under snow. 

    Our October meeting was an interesting 
presentation by Kate Jeanson and Charles 

Fazer of the Saratoga County Clerk’s Of-

fice. The program was “Treasures of the 

Past” and “Museums of Saratoga County”. 

     The November 7 meeting will feature 

Paul Perreault speaking on “Elmer Ells-
worth: The Most Talked About Man in the 

Country”.  Elmer Ellsworth, said to be the 

first Union officer killed in the Civil War, 

was born in Malta and grew up in Mechan-
icville. He went on to study law in Abraham 

Lincoln’s office, and worked on Lincoln’s 

1860 presidential campaign. 
     It is with great sadness that we mourn 

the death of founding and long-time GPS 

member Mary Packer on October 19th at age 
99. Mary served as Town of Providence 

Historian from 1957 to 2010 and was a 

member of many local organizations. She 

was an invaluable source of information on 
life in our community during the first half 

of the twentieth century and will be greatly 

missed. 
     Our new display in Galway Town Hall 

was set up on October 19th and is entitled 

“Brookside Museum: A Galway Retrospec-
tive". It contains artifacts, documents and 

photos that depict various aspects of Gal-

way life through the years that were pro-

vided by the Brookside Museum in Ballston 
Spa. We are very grateful to Joy Houle – 

Director, Kathleen Coleman – Curator and 
Samantha Strevy –Administrative Assistant 

of the Museum for all the time and effort 

they put forth in bringing this exhibit to 
fruition. Patty Kay of our Display Commit-

tee did an outstanding job of printing copies 

of the historical documents and photographs 

from scans provided by Brookside and ar-
ranging the items in the display cases. 

Members are encouraged to view this inter-

esting and informative exhibit. 
     Dues are overdue.   If we have heard 
from you, thank you.  If not, and you still 

receive the newsletter by mail, you will find 

an X on the outside of this newsletter.  

$10 per household will continue your mem-

bership, payable by mail or at the Novem-

ber meeting.  If we hear from you, you will 
continue to hear from us.  If your member-

ship lapses, this is the last newsletter you 

will receive, by mail or online. 

     The Galway Public Library has a couple 
programs of historical interest coming up.  

“Union Civil War Ironclad USS Monitor” 

with Steve Muller, Wednesday November 
9, 7-8 p.m. at the library, and “Father Abra-

ham’s Boys: When We Sent Our Children 

to War” with Michael Aikey, Director of 
the New York State Military Museum, 

Tuesday November 15th, 7 p.m. at Town 

Hall. 

     Just for fun, try this! Richie Phillips of 
radio station WGNA 107.7 has created a 

"theme song" for Galway. To see what he 

has to say about Galway, read the lyrics to 
the song, and listen to it, you can go to the 

following link: http://wgna.com/category/

your-town-thursday/ 
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Dreaming in Barkersville 
Story by Mary Packer, poem by Mary Cuffe Perez 

“Mary!” My mother calls from downstairs. 

“What are you doing? Bob is almost here!” 

I know I must be dreaming this. 
A January morning in Barkersville. 

 

Snow to the top of the henhouse. 
Too late to check the pond. 

 

The cutter waits at the end of my road. 
Bill holds the reins and waves to me. 

In back, Bob and Sophie, bundled in buffalo robes, 

lift one for me to climb under. 

 
Six miles to Galway School. 

Down Parkis Mills and Mack Roads. 

The cutter sways, lurches over snow drifts. 
Cold bites everywhere it can reach. 

“I wonder if the pond is frozen,” I whisper to Sophie. 

 
I bury my head in the buffalo robe. 

When I look out, I am in school, warmed by the stove. 

My friends all around me, heads bent over desks. 

I look outside, draw circles on the fogged-up windows. 
When I turn back again, 

 

we’re bundled in the backseat of the cutter. 
Lantern light sweeps over the snow. 

If the pond is frozen, I think, we’ll have to shovel for 

hours. 

It is almost dark when I jump from the cutter, wave good-
bye 

and hurry down the road toward the farmhouse. 

 
The house breathes warmth and baking bread. 

Mother’s face is flushed from the heat of the stove. 

I’m glad you’re home,” she says, her voice soft with relief. 
Then she puts down the bread, picks up her usual briskness. 

“Now change your clothes and see if your father needs 

help.” 

 
Father, framed in a circle of lantern light, milks the last 

cow. 

Cats mill around him, waiting for a squirt of steaming milk. 

 
Later, I sneak out to the pond. 

If it is frozen there will be bonfires, singing and hockey 

on Saturday night. 
I dig through the snow to the ice, 

turn back to the farmhouse, but awaken instead 

in another house, 80 years later 
and smile at the words I brought all the way back with me. 

“The pond is frozen!” 

Mary Packer  
Photograph by Patricia Kay  

 Who are you? Galway New York? 

“ 


